The Year 2009 in Review

Hi everyone!

       I can hardy believe that another year has gone by so fast, it seems like we just get started on a new year and its over. This has been an interesting year for Tina and me, Tina has kept us traveling all over the US and the Caribbean, I am still trying to recover from our pre-Xmas accident in Miami last year, my back took another hit so its pills and  exercise (walking daily) and now we have two new additions to our house. 

       The year began with our trip to Colorado, where Tina met up with an ole Park Service buddy, Nancy, that she worked with at Ft. Raleigh in Manteo NC.  Nancy lives in Aurora where we spent a few days then on to Glenwood Springs for a few days in a B&B. We visited Caverns, went snow mobiling, and spent New Years Eve in a 100x400 ft. natural hot spring pool in the middle of town with hundreds of people.

       Middle of January we went to Marathon in the Keys, to our Bluegreen Timeshare. Paul, Gloria and the grandkids came down to visit us. It was cool but we did go to Key West  and stop to see Tina’s brother Tom and his wife Anita. Paul Andrew and Alexa loved Uncle Tom’s boat-they loved playing in it.

       In the month of March we traveled to Orlando the pick up Dan and on to Tallahassee to see Dave and Lori and spend a few days with them in their apt. Back in Orlando we traveled to Titusville to see if we could catch a Shuttle launch. We always wanted to see a launch and luck was with us and we saw an evening launch. It was an awesome  sight to watch.  Dave got to see a launch last month with Dan. 

       Spring Break in April, Tina and I went on an 5 day NCL cruise to the Bahama’s, it was unusually cool and windy, we even ran the heat in the room.There is a;ways plenty to do on a cruise ship-we kelp busy.  The last day the sun came out and we had great snorkeling at Stirrup Cay-NCL’s private Island. 

       Tina couldn’t find anyplace to go in May so in June for our 35th we went on a RCCL cruise to the lower Caribbean Islands. We took a flight to Puerto Rico, then on the Adv. Of the Seas, we visited Barbados, St. Lucia, Antigua, St. Martin, and St. Croix. It was one of the best cruises we have been on, we hiked through the jungle, sat in a volcanic ash pool, snorkeled, shopped,  drank rum punch,  relaxed  and enjoyed the time together.

      Early July we did a family get together in Orlando at the Bluegreen property “The Fountains” Gloria’s parents and grand parents joined us for the “Gathering”  Everyone had a great time. 

     Later  in July Tina and I left for a 10 day trip to Oregon, we landed in Portland, traveled to the coast  and headed south, then turned East to Crater Lake NP for 2 days. Crater Lake is a volcanic caldera that erupted 7000 years ago. The walk down and the boat ride around the lake is was for all to do. Then up to Columbia River Gorge and a trip to Canada. Did over 1700 miles, Oregon is a great state to visit-it has something for everyone. 

      Not to leave August out, we flew to Portland Maine for 7 days. Traveled to Acadia NP, which is very beautiful, then on to Hopewell Rocks on the Bay of Fundy. I have always wanted to see Redwood trees in Calif. , which we did, then to see the 30 ft. tide change at the “Rocks” was worth the trip.  Then on into the center of Maine and back to Portland where the   roads were poor, but  we did enjoy the Blueberry wine we found in a small family winery.

        We let Sept. have a rest  but first week in Oct. we went to Solara Surfside (Bluegreen) on Miami beach for a few days, Paul, Gloria , Alexa and Paul Andrew joined us. The grandkids loved the sand and water at the beach. 

       On Oct. 30 we flew out the Little Rock, Ark. For 7 days in Arkansas and Misouri. On our way north from Little Rock  we visited Petit Jean SP, then spent the night along the Buffalo River NP in a wonderful cabin in the woods. The “Valley Dream”  had a jetted  hot tub,  fireplace,  mirrored bed, and champagne in the frig. Need I say more!!!! Sometime the next day we traveled to Ridgedale, Mo. to  the Wilderness Club at Big Cedar (Bluegreen) for 4 nights in another cabin, no mirrors this time but just as nice. We visited several state parks, hiked to see waterfalls, visited a fish hatchery and went to Cosmic Caverns on the way back to Little Rock. The Big Cedar Resort is another place to visit again, 2000 acre resort with everything you could want in a place to visit. 

      Not to end the year without going somewhere, we will be spending this New Years Eve  with Dan, Dave and Lori in Lake Tahoe. Skiing for them, maybe snow mobiles for Tina and I but time to relax and lose some $$ in the casino’s. Tina keeps taking me to cold places-maybe I’m just to hot for her---I try.

      So that has been our year, the new additions are the 2 kittens I found outside beside the house, Tootsie and Symba, they are now 6 weeks old  and running and playing like two kids. Tootsie will stay and join Tyger, Meschu, and Sassy as part of the feline family. They keep me company when Tina is at work, I picked a great time to start a Fashion Jewelry business, but I do have items on ETSY. Try www.etsy.com/shop/csonka117-hope to have my photography website on line soon.  Time for dinner, I just heard Tina come in,  she has already planned several trips for next summer, looks like Virginia and maybe back to Montana to Glacier NP or Northern California and Oregon. 

      Have a great, happy, and healthy 2010-hope to hear from you,        check out    WWW.Csonka.net  our family website for stories and pictures of  the trips our family has taken.

                                               Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year---------Gene & Tina                                                                             

